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a medicine-man is called in and an offering is presented to
the offended spirit as an inducement to allow the patient
to recover. In this respect the Bambwa draw a sharp dis-
tinction between the ghosts of a man's own family and the
ghosts of his foes. If the sage decides that the sickness is
caused by a ghost of the patient's own family, the perturbed
spirit is appeased by the sacrifice of a goat, whose blood is
poured out at the shrine of the ghost. But if, on the other
hand, the doctor pronounces that the ghost of an enemy has
taken possession of the sick man, stronger measures have to
be resorted to for the purpose of ejecting him from his
temporary domicile. Accordingly the unfortunate sufferer
is scarified all over his body, and a pungent powder is rubbed
into the wounds to make them smart, by way of making
things unpleasant for the ghost. As if this were not enough,
the sufferer is transported to a small temporary hut which
is thereupon set on fire, and the sufferer is snatched from the
flames like a brand from the burning. This is the last stroke
at the ghost. The fire has proved too much for him ; he
has now quitted the body of the sufferer, and a dish of savoury
meat is offered to him with a prayer that he will be pleased
to molest the patient no more.
The same dread of ghosts influences the life of these
people in many ways. If they avenge the murder of a
kinsman by killing the murderer, it is because they fear the
ghost of the victim, who might punish their heartless neglect
by sickness or death ; if the Bakyiga strictly guard the chastity
of maidens before marriage and banish from the clan all
girls who have lost their virginity, it is still because they
dread the anger of the ancestral ghosts at the crime of fornica-
tion. The man who has slain a foe in battle is honoured
for the deed, but for a time he has to be severely secluded
and to undergo a ceremony of purification in order to rid
him of his victim's ghost, who would otherwise follow him
into his house and do him a mischief. In Busoga mourners
have to be very abstemious in diet and to subject themselves
to various other restrictions for a period varying from four
days to three months after the death ; all this time the ghost
is supposed to keep watch on them from a tree and to visit
an infraction of the rules with dire consequences. Hence